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EDITORIAL NOTES 



MEETING OF CALIFORNIA BAR ASSOCIATION 

THE fifth annual meeting of the California Bar Association 
was held at Oakland on the days from November 19 to 
November 21. In addition to the president's annual address by 
Mr. William J. Hunsaker, of Los Angeles, on "The Courts, the 
Bar and the People", interesting papers were read by Chief Justice 
Sullivan on "The Law's Delays and Remedies Suggested", by 
Judge Walter Bordwell of Los Angeles, on "The Judges of our 
Courts", and by Mr. Walton J. Wood, the public defender of Los 
Angeles, upon "The Place of the Public Defender in the Adminis- 
tration of Justice". Mr. Charles S. Wheeler, of San Francisco, 
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delivered a notable eulogy, and United States District Judge Benja- 
min F. Bledsoe presented memorial resolutions upon our late Chief 
Justice Beatty. 

One of the most important recommendations for suggested leg- 
islation was a law providing a simpler method of review of the 
judgments of the Superior Courts by the appellate courts. The 
proposed plan would permit the review upon appeal from the 
judgment of everything heretofore reviewable upon appeal from 
the order denying the motion for a new trial. Appeals from the 
latter order as from the order granting a new trial are to be 
abolished. In the interests of expedition, the trial court's power 
to act upon the motion for a new trial is to expire within three 
months from the date of the notice of the decision. The scheme 
is practically the same as that recommended by the association two 
years since, and owes its existence to the late Lester H. Jacobs. 

The association again recommended the adoption of the Uni- 
form Negotiable Instruments Law. There are now but five states, 
including California, in which ultra-individualism has successfully 
stood in the way of the adoption of this act. What California 
annually loses in the way of economic efficiency by reason of its 
eccentricities in this important branch of law is, of course, quite 
beyond the power of any statistician to estimate, but that it does 
suffer a considerable loss must be apparent to anyone who for a 
moment considers the highly developed and sensitive commercial 
system of our country. The association also recommended the 
adoption of the Uniform Sales Act and of the Uniform Bills of 
Lading Act. 

It was interesting to notice the awakened interest taken by the 
bar in the matter of legal education. All agreed that a better sys- 
tem of examining applicants should be employed, but there was 
some dissent from the report of the section recommending a three 
years' period of study as a prerequisite to admission. The report 
of the section was, however, adopted, and the association again 
went on record in favor of the general plan recommended by the 
American Bar Association. 

Mr. R. M. Fitzgerald, of Oakland, was elected president of the 
Association for the ensuing year. Mr. T. W. Robinson of Los 
Angeles, was re-elected as secretary. 



